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sculpture of Pollaivola, the Florentine, full of cast figures
and histories in a deep relievo. Over this runs a terrace
of like amplitude and ornament, where the Pope, at
solemn times, bestows his Benediction on the vulgar.
On each side of this portico are two campaniles, or
towers, whereof there was but one perfected, of admira-
ble art. On the top of all, runs a balustrade which
edges it quite round, and upon this at equal distances
are Christ and the twelve Disciples of gigantic size and
stature, yet below showing no greater than the life.
Entering the church, admirable is the breadth of the
volto, or roof, which is all carved with foliage and roses
overlaid with gold in nature of a deep basso-relievo, a
Vantique. The nave, or body, is in form of a cross,
whereof the foot-part is the longest; and, at the interno-
dium of the transept, rises the cupola, which being all
of stone and of prodigious height is more in compass
than that of the Pantheon (which was the largest among
the old Romans, and is yet entire) or any other known.
The inside, or concave, is covered with most exquisite
Mosaic, representing the Celestial Hierarchy, by Giuseppe
d Arpino, full of stars of gold; the convex, or outside,
exposed to the air, is covered with lead, with great ribs
of metal double gilt (as are also the ten other lesser
cupolas, for no fewer adorn this glorious structure),
which gives a great and admirable splendor in all parts
of the city. On the summit of this is fixed a brazen globe
gilt, capable of receiving thirty-five persons^ This I
entered, and engraved my name among other travelers.
Lastly, is the Cross, the access to which is between the
leaden covering and the stone convex, or arch-work; a
most truly astonishing piece of art! On the battlements
of the church, also all overlaid with lead and marble,
you would imagine yourself in a town, so many are the
cupolas, pinnacles, towers, juttings, and not a few houses
inhabited by men who dwell there, and have enough to
do to look after the vast reparations which continually
employ them.

Having seen this, we descended into the body of the
church, full of collateral chapels and large oratories, most
of them exceeding the size of ordinary churches; but the
principal are four incrusted with most precious marbles
and stones of various colors, adorned with an infinity of                 ;
